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at all adequately what we ourselves have received in Chusti-anity, and yet have no desire to impart that blessing
In the third place, there is m the case of India a special call to missionary effoit, in the wonderful relations which have been established between that great country and ours These surely involve great responsibilities, not only for its intellectual and economic progress, but also for its moral and religious condition. In the beautiful parable of the Good Samaritan, our Lord set forth the simple principle that the neighbour whom we are to love as ourselves is the man who is in need, and who is placed in such near relation to us that we can help him India stands in this relation to Great Britain, and she ought to receive of our best. The obligation is all the stronger as respects the Church and the individual Christian, because the righteous principle of Government neutrality precludes the use of official influence on behalf of the Christian or any other faith
These are among the arguments for missionaiy work in India that most appeal to me from the point of view of the Christian Church. There is a great lesson of Indian experience which also makes me feel strongly on the subject That is the universal need for the life that is in the knowledge of God, and the suitability of the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ to meet that need. I have found in every page of the book of my experience clearest evidence of the fact that human nature is the same in the East as in the West, that when we get below the surface we find that the desires and affections, the needs and capacities of men are practically the same And my experience tells me that the power of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus to cheer and purify the lives of men, and to elevate and transform their characters, is the same in India as in England. There may be flashes of light here and there in exceptional cases, but it is darkness that prevails among the non-Christian peoples whom I have known ; and there is nothing more beautiful than to see the light of the Gospel breaking m on this darkness, not among the educated and more influential classes alone, but among the poor and depressed. I could tell of bright and